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v = TTY DP Mongſt other 
h Le dQ ite a7 2 here- 
TAE toforc gathered 
from my TIcxt, 
Via Act.24,14.15. 

16, We learned, that, Wee are tq 
ground our Faith onely vpon the Word 
Written, Which Doftrine aroſe 
out of this Obſervation, Thar 
Paul hs not ſay, He belecyed 
Az _ 


_ allchin gs whatſoever as direc- 
tions of his worſhipping the 
God of his Fathers ; but Belce- 
ving all things wricten in the 
Li & the Prophets, {o wor- - 
ſhip], &c This point 15 WOr- 
thy duc conlideration, i in thele 
Yrevaricaring times, wherein 
Papiſts doe {o fearetully decline 
the /Vord britten, and runnevnto 
Traditions, which they call Yn- 
written Verities 3 though indeede 
T1 aditicnall ve ery lyess i runnec 
(I ſay) vato theſe,as ynto the 
rocke of their refuge. For if 
they could, but in ſhew, 1uſti- 
fic their Abcikbriltian [dolatry, 
and Superſti tions by the Word 
Written, how boaſting, thi 
would thn be, may LAs 
| 4 


ws Cn hee ee ett eee Ed _ w—_ 


by their catching art ſyllables 

thereof, which ſound,in phan- 

taſticall eares, to ſotne of their 
- purpoſes. So that Chriſt his 

cenſure vpon the Scribes and 

Phariſes, may be 1uſtly layd vp- 

on theni, viz; Nee haue mate the 

Ward * Written of none authoritte by *Mar.r5 1.6; 
your Praditions * But whoſocver 

ſpea eth not according to this 

Word, it is becauſe there is no. 
lightin chem *. For the whole *1% 8:20, 
Scripture { thatis, The Word 

written ) is given by Infpira- 

tion of God, and 1s profitable 

tO teach, ro convince, to cor- 

rect, and to inſtruct in righte- 
ouſneſle, that the man of God 

may be abſolute, being made! 

perfed vato allgood works ©,* Tim. z.16, * | 


Aq3 Among 


Amongſt other Vſes of hte 
ſayd Doctrine, this Was one, 
It-we areto ground our faith 
only vpon the Word written, 
then .all, who are wile vnto 
Salvation,muſt diligently read 
the ſame; or, If they cannot 
reade , diligently heare them 
read in publique Congregati- 
ons, & els-where, as they may. 
For to' what ende vas the 

_ , Word of God committed rv 
_ © Writing;but that Gods people 
ſhouldreade, or hearc it read 
diligently ? Therefore let vs re- 
ligioufly rake to heatt,and con- 
{iderthe wiſe exhortarion of 
our Maſter Chriſt, vis: Search 
the Scriptures, For m them yee thinke 
«16h. 8; 39; f0 bane eternall life. Wherein ob- 


ſcrue, that Hetalleth the ward 
of God Seriptures,that is,IWritings, 
and not onely fo;but The Scrp- 
 twres, that 1s, Writings incom- 
parably excelling all other. 
For ( indeed ) they are given 
by inſpiration bf God. There- 
fore we are to {earch them, 


Which word Search, implierh: 


Diligence. As where we atc 
exhorted © to Search for the KnoW- 


ledge of God as far Treaſures. But 


how are Writings ſearched 0- 
therwiſe, than|by diligent rea- 


ding ? Thus lid the Nobly- 


minded Bareans* $' arch the Scrip- 
* tures daily. So that Chriſt his ex- 
 horration is this in effe.If ye 
thinke(indeed)ro.haue cternall 
life in che Scriptures, then 


*Pro. 2, 3+ 4+. þ 


fAts. 17.11, || 
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Thew y our ſclues wile vnts 


falvarion by your diligence in 
rcading, or heating thetn read. 


This Pont requircth much 


preſſing in thele times, where® 


in too many are like thoſe, 


whon I/aiab taxeth,s V Vho, 
beitig covered: with a ſpirit 
of ſlumber, dreame of ca- 
ting, bur when they arc 4- 
wake their ſoules' are emp- 
ries Yet when aBookcis of- 
fcred thetn-to be read, they 


refuſc;laying cither The Booke_, 


is Sealed, as doc the Papiſts; 
or, They camot Reade , as 


: doe thonſands of 1freligious 


people, whole careleſneſſe 
ro heare the Sctiptures read, 


{diſcovered by their late comi- 


ming 


Ar wy 


re 
Ang i, 


ming to the Church, where 
the Scriptures be read, and 
their readineſſe|to heare the 
readirig of vaine Bookes and 
Ballades ) doth manifeſt their 
want of religipus zeale, to 
ſupply their diſability to reade 
the Scriptures / by diligence 
in giuing attchdarice to the 
reading: thereof. Bur there 
may come 4 time of tryall, 


wheri the Deafe ſhall heare 


the words of the Booke, as 


IS 4 1 4 H Prophecicth 1! vaſ.s7, 18; 
| the ſame nqpeer: V Vhich j; 


Prophecic implieth, that he, 
who 'layd, He could not 


reade,” thould ( yet ) haue 


ſignified defire ro heare the 
Booke read. To prevenc 
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which cryallFir may.ſo pleaſe 
ourmoſlt gracious God ) let's 
| imitate, yea, emulate the reli. 
: - RIG gious ewes,” who fo diligenely 
| Andis-3t. heard cheolde Teſtamentread 
| in their Synagogues every. Sab- 
bath day, that Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles ſavy it not neceffary 
ro quote Chapter, and Verle, 
when they preached, or wrote. 
And whytBecauſe;by diligent 
hearing the Scriptures read, 
cheir memory was ſo confir- 
med, that they could preſently 
_ acknowledge every allegation 
co be conteined 1h the Scrip- 
_ _ rures. To whichende, viz: the 
confirmation of memory by 
reading, was the Word of God 
_ . tvritten3 Yeaſo, That the chil- 
__ dren 


dren of Jradl were commanded «© - 
ias well rowrite Gods words Ronny | 
 vponthepoſts of their houſes, 
_ andvypon their gates, as to be 
ſpeaking of them, when "they 
fie, walke,&c. that they might 
lay them vp in their hearts. 
Theſe thingsI how write, that 
thereby I may ſtirre you, and 
others vp, by reading,to renew; 
and confirme your memory, 
chat it may, vnro your farther 
edification, refle vpon this 
ground of Relig16. The Scrip- 
rures be the very Word of God. 
VVhichſindeed) is, The Princi- 
Pe of all Principles concerning Religi» 
1, and therefore is(as it ought 
ro bc)eſteenied accordingly of. 
all chat doe the Truth, chat 1s, «rok. 3:30; | 
> - Gb 


Obey Godin Sincentie, ſo ag 

they come to the light thereof, 

that their deeds may! be tnade 
manifeſt; that they be wfrought 
according ro God. Therefore 

nor onely Davida King,and an 
Stoney olde man,profeſſed'Gods Word 
| +097” to hauc beene 4 Lioht to bis paths, 
but the Spirit alſo, , by way of a 

Queſtion, doth, with. ſtrong 

aſſeveration, affirme, That young © 

men ( if they feare God ) muſt re- 

dreſſe their ayes in takog heede to 

them according to Gods Word. To 

which our "molt holy God, 

and to the Wotd of his grace, 
| »At-zo, 32. Which is able to buiid further, and to 
| Line you an-inheritance amongit all 
them Which are /anklified, 1 heartily 
commend yous...:,.. 
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concerning Religion. 


ARt. 24. 14-15-16, 
14: But ih:s 1 confeſſe unto thee, that afe 
ter the way which they call hereſie, [0 


Wor(bip l the God of "7 Fathers, be- 


fa 
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leeving all things which are written 9 

_ The Law and the Prophets.  —. 

15. And have hepe towards God, which 
they frmy/eipes alſo allow, that there 
(ball FFTreſurre(tFion of the dead both 


3 — of theinſt, andvniuſt. 


16. 4nd herein ape [ exerciſe my ſelfe, 
to hane alwayes a C onſcience voyde of 
offence towards God and toward men. 


N theſe three Verſes may 
be obſerved 4- grounds 

, of Religion, whereof e- 
very. one is prooved by . 


theother three, and isof thar power- 
mT RARER {8 Saas angus fc ” k full 


«Toh.4,20.22. 
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The Principle of ll. 
full cruth, char if. it be beleeved in- 
deed, ir perſwadeth che belceyer te 
make conſcience of finne, therefore 
all are worthy of dae conſideratian, 
Viz. (t.) There is 4God (by name, The 
God of Abrahim,iſaae, and lagob) tobe 
worſhipped, (2.) There is 4 Word of God 
(Viz. The Bible, that is, the Booke of 
Bookes, conſiſting of the olie, and new 
Teſtament) to be beleeved. (3.) Theres © 
4 Reſurrettion both of iaſt,and vniuſt ta 
be expetted, And (4.) There s 4 Conſci- 
ence to be tendered. The firſt ground 
hath beenc layd as ſorely as I can. 
For none can be religiqus,who dath 
notbelecuc it. The ſecond is like- 
wiſe to be ſurely layd. For if there be 
na ſuch Ward, there can be no true 
religion, but ſuperſition. The Sama- 
ritans* and Arhenians> were ſuperſti- 
tious, becauſe they worſhipped God 
not according ro-his Word. That 
therefore we may have true ſpiritual 


- comfortin our Chriftian Religion, 


in which we worſhip God, let vs be 
- well 


/ 


Principles concerning Religion. 

wellperſwadcd, that the Bible is the 
Wotdiof God, That impolier Maho- 
rt, to make the Turks (uperſtiti- 
ouſly ro regard his Alchoran, Comple 
led by himſelfe,a /ew,and a Neſtorian 
hererique, ſoplotred with his Come 
plices, that having tolde the/Turkes 
that God would ſend his vadoubted 
Word about a'Camels necke ont of 
the Wilderneſſe, betore the Sermon 
was ended, a Camelt came into the 


Chutch wichthe 4/chorap about the 


necke. Were not the Bible the vn- 
doubted Word of God,we Chriſtians 
arc themoſt abſurd in our Religion 
of all other, For we make hip a God, 
and our onely Saviour, whom we aC- 
knowledge to haue beene aman,and 
crucifed. Butif it be, then may wee, 


with comforr,.avow our Religion, 


againſt Jewes, Twrkes, and Papiſts, 
That we may be well grounded in 


this point, I have derermincd to 


proue it not onely by the other three 
grounds, but alſo by imitatingan + 
er 


hs 
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4 © The Principle of all 
der of proofes which Chriſt obſcr- 
veth, 70h. 5.31. to 39. With which 

_ will begin as being moſt worchy 1n 
regard of the Author,and asſhewing, 

_ that the Bible, which is the Word 
written, may be prooved to be the 
Word of God, by like Arguments as 
Chriſt prooveth himſclfero be the E- 

""'* ternall Word © made fl:fp, that is, the 
Mefsiah, Which he prooyerh by 4. 
reſtimonies. 1. Of /oþn Baptif. 2, Of 
his owne Workes. 3. Of his Father 
And q. Ofthe Scriptures. In imicati- 

b- tion therefore, Jet our firſt proofe be, 

' Reaſent. The Teſtimony of the Church, 

b which, throughour all ages, hath a, 

vowed the Bibleto be the yndoubted 
Word of God, Now all trge Chrifti- 
ans reioyce jn the Church, as the 

+ om? Bo did in cbr Baptiſt, For it is 

- 3 218-35" The Pillar of truth*, Not becauſe the 

Church ſupporterh the Scriptures, 
{oas tobethe Word of Gad, as Pa- 
 p175would make vsto beleeue, Nay, 
The Scripzares ſuppore che __ 


| eIJoh.x; 


Principles Conterniang Relioion 


foasto be the Church. of God. In- 
deed, if there be no other vie of a Pil- 
Jar but ro ſupport, then that place of 
1 7.3.15. might (cemeto make for 
che Popiſts: but there is another vic of 
a Pillar, viz. To have that written, 
or engraven therevpon, which 1s to 


bc remerabred for ever. As in &eb.3.Revel. 3, 1#; 


r2. Chrilt ſayth, 1m 1427 overcometh, 
I will make 4 Pillar in the Temple of my 
God. How ? 1 will write vpor him the 
. Name of my God, and my new Names 
Ind:ed, The true lenſc of thatto 7r- 
morhie is this ; As a Pillar doth pre- 
ferue the memory ot thoſe things 
which are written thereon ; So the 
Church preſerveth Truth commen= 
ded therevnto. This ſenſe the place 
if ſelte doth intimate;For(ſ(aith Paul 
Fhcſe rhings I write, that, if I tarry 
long, thou may know how to be- 
hauc thy ſelfe in the houſe of God, 
that irbeing the Church oftheliving 
Gad (therefore cver-living) may, as 
a Pillar,prelcruc Truth which it rom 
B ' net 


The Principle of ail 
— nethof chee. Hence it 13 that 4u/? im 
"a: ph 4 s ſayth 4 had a:t bcleeved the 8 CVIPIKTeS 
© to hanebeencthel#ord, had 1 not becne 
moaued with the C hurches credite, T rus 

was he movved indeeq, when he firſt 

' turned from his Manichiime : Bur 

when he was {cried in Religion,chus 

Core Maxim, NE WIiecth to Maxininrs, Neither 
bb, 3. cap.i4e muſt 7 alleape the Councell of Nice in 
preiucice of the matter , nor yew the 

Conncell of Ariminum,, Let matter 

ſtrine with matter ganſe with cauſe rea- 

ſen with reaſon , by anthoritie of the 

Seripteres.: And in another placc. 

DePajeor. Reade this ont of a Prophet, out of a 
CO OR. - Palme ont of the Law out of the Goſpel, 
out of an Apeſtle ; Thence recite I the 

Cherch diſperſ? over the whole world , 

and our Lord ſaying. My /heepe heare 

my vojce. So that Auſ/tz did like the . 

: Samaritans, who, at the firſt, bcleeved 
Chriſto beche Meſ$7ah forthe ſaying 

ofthe Woman, but afrerward, they 

Plolu 4 39: profelied. © Now wee beleenc, not be- 
_—_ cauſeaf thy ſaying ; For wee haue heara 
bm our ſel ues. Now 


* Principles concerning Religion. 


ſccond Teſtimony t1om the proper 
workes of the Scriptures, which 1s 
_ greater then the former, as was the 
iccond Teſtimony , which Chriſt 
pleaded. I will now take knowiedge 
but of wwo proper works of the Scripy 
tures. The tormer ts; Thovgh hcy 
be, for the molt part, very ſ1mple, & 
plaine, yer{like God) they be migh- 
Ly 1a operation. For the word of od 
fiwply preached is the power of 


God*. Ic being like fire,and an hams: rc, Cor.12.5.. 


_ mer, converteth the {oule,* being 1 Cor.z.4.5 
3 Icr.23.29, 


not carnall, caſteth downec 1magina- 


tions exalted, and bringeth «very *Palrg.,, 
thoughtrotheobedience of Chriſt? '2 Cor. r0. | 
For1t isthe {word of rhe Spirits ; ve- « Eply6.175. E 


cauſe the Spirit of God, being au- 


thourthereot! by it worketh migh- l Pet, 242.3. 


tily vpon the ſpirit of man. Heb. 4.12 
For itaccompanieth the ſame,7/4.59 
21. 10as a man is compciled, to ac- 
knowledg the power of Gods word, 
when it is faithfully preached, 1 Cor. 
4.24.25, B 2 The 


Now then let vs procccde 0 Lit Reaſon. 2, 


7 


2 &» 
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Thcorher is, They prophecy ma- 

ny great things, which are accont- 
p-iſk:d in duerime. As the bondage 
of Iſracll1n Ee zpt, Exod. 12.41. Cap- 
tivity in Babtlon, Ter. 29.10, The luc- 

cclh>n of fourc AMaarchtes, DAa4#s 2 
37-19 40. Comming of the Meſci*h, 
Ding. 24:25.26. Calling ofthe Gea- 
tiles, Iſa. 2.2.3. And rcvea ting of . 1n- 
tich; 5 Nl 2 Theff. 2.7.6. that is, the 
Pope revealed afrer the removall of 
the Emperour from Kome. So thar, 
as God was acknowledged fo to be, 
«Dan. , 47. 9ecaule he, by Daaiel,openedſecrets® 
2nd a Prophet is to be acknowled- 
gcd ſo tobe,it his Prophecy come to 
#Deut18. paſſcs, [ mayconclude, thar, becaufe 
I many,and great Prophecies i inthe 
Scriptures are duly fulfilled, they arc - 

therfore the vadoubred word offGod 
Ourthird Teſtimony is ſfrothe Fa- - 
therthatis God,Gal.1.1 who hath gi- 
ven teſtimony to rhe ſcriptures, v/v4 
vote, & by his wonderfull works, He 
aue teſtimony vi» vorero the old 
eſtament» whe! he g2ue the Drea- 


| Reaſen 3, 


Principles concerning Religion. 9 
logue-». Whereot the Propt: cts, and * Deur, 5, 245, 
fe reſt of the Scripturcs arc explana- 

tions, ſothar as Law,and Prophets is 
here ( per Synechdochen ) pur for the 

whole old Teſtament, (oelſc wher is | 
Prophets onely 2. So thar, as the + AQ, 
whole lumpe, and branches be holy, "EE 
if the firſt fruites, & roote be holy 2 "Rem.er:af 
Sothe eſtimony given viva voce to 
the Decalogue, is an authorizing of 
the whole olde Teltament,God likes 
wile viva vere gane Telimony to 
the new Teſtament,when, by a VOyce 
out ofa cloud r, helayd Th1s is my be- Mas 
lovea Soanne, in whom 7 18 1peil plea i{e, 
he 1-e him. Whercin ſhould we heare 
him e Towir, [nthe Goſpeil,which 
is The word of R ecorciliation® by fOr- f2£0r.5. 13, 
glucneſle of our {innes, andis me LY 
tore worthily called The word of 
Chri/is, Whichreconciliation I's in- * Coloſ ;z.16s 
timatrcd in theſe words. 1» whom 1 
am well pleaſed, This word of Chrift * 
is contayned inthe new Teftament; 
Therefore, by this voyce, teſtimonie 
| B 3 i 


/ 10 The Principle of all 
is thercunto given. This inference 1s 
* 3 Pet. 1.1% cGtirmed by the Apoſtle Peters. Who 
2y this yoyce, proveth, that the As 
poltles Rfid not qd: eiveable e {a+ 
| bles, but opened the power, &comae. 
ming of Chrift, God alſo'gane teſtt- - 
0608 y theruno by wondertuiworks, 
* Tre. 19.3 Por if Anriquity may be beleeved®) 
ſg: He > confirmed the old Teſtament by 
this miracie. Prolomy King of Hs 
hearing the books ofthe lewes high- 
ly exalted, ict 70, tearncd Tewes in 
{5 many places, ſo: as they could not 
 confrre, to tranſlate thoſe bookes 
our of Hebrew into Greeke. When 
they had done, the 70. tranſlations 
{1 aprecd worg for word, 25 1t all had 
conterred, & agreed vpon one tran(- 
lation, The number of the bookes 
being thirtic nine, The pancitie,and 
ambiguiry of Hebrew wordes, and 
ACCU Mverfiey 1 in rranſlating 
farremore intelligible languagre.co- 
ſidered, this is a great miracle. Tou- 
ching rhe new Tcſtamcenr,the Text 
_ 


Prixciples concerning Felenion, ': 4 


ſaych plainly chat? the Apoltles prca 7 Maſe 16.28 | 

ched every where; Andthe Lard c0- 
firmed the word with f{ignes thar fol- 
lowed : therefore God g gaucteſtimos 
nie tothe new. Teliament by won- 
derfull workes. Here Papiiis may be 
anſwered, who require vs toſhew by 
whar miracles, we confirme our new 
Goſpell, I an{were z Indecde,if the 
Golpell,which we preach, were new, 
as they (like Tewes =) Coe tcrme 1, , vat rey, 
then it is to be confirmed with new 
miracles, ornot to bo received : Bur 
being the ſame which Chriſt, & his 
Apolt! es preached, it is {5 ſufcient- 

ly congrmed by the miracies which 
Chriſt, & his Apoſl;.wrought, that 
wee , with Anſitn 2 call him « wen- Aug de Gvit, 
der of men who now requireth mi- P94 22» 
raclcstothatcnde.! 

God gaue reſtimony both to is. . 
old, and new Teſtament by preſer- 
ving them miraculouſly. Touching 
the former iris to be conſidered, thar 
Iiraell was for a long ſcaſon, withour 
B 4 rhe 


12 The Principle of all 
the true God, withourPrieſt to teach 
> 2 Chro.15.. 2nd without Lau ®. Is it not a ſpecial! 
worke of God, that the Scriptures 
then being were preſerved, and that 
in puricy ? Andtherather, if we con- 
lider how dcſpitefully- /ehorakzmm, cur 
and burnt /e/emzcs route, /er. 46. 23, 
Itis yer more remarkeable that the 
: prcople of God were capriues. 70, 
cJeret 29.10, Cares In Babyloue, whether alſo rhe 
3nd 37.32, holy veſſels were carricd. How wcre 
| the Scriptures preſerved al this while 
otherwile than by the wonderfall 
providence of God ? But it 1s moit 
admiravic, that Icruſalem, and the 
Temple were twice de{:royed, once 
| « +Kingu5, Dy Nebuchtdntz hors lervantd, and a- 
*Lake 19.47 paine alter Chriit his aſcention,* ang 
=# yerthe holy Books kept in the Tem- 
ple arepreterved, Touching the Jat- 
ter;Tt is nor vnknown, that in the ftrit 
* 1 Me. 28c50: the Church * there were grie- 
awnenrs, p.30. YOUSPcrſecutions for three hundred 
|  yeares, by ten Tyrannicall Heathen 
Emperours of Rewe.whereof(it may 
be ) 
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be) Chriſt prophecyed,when he told 

the Churches they (hould have tri- 

bulation fren dayes, or rimes. How *Revel. 2.10; 
were the Scriptures preſerved all 

this terrible time, other-wiſethan by. 

che wondertull providence of God? 
Againe ; Since thoſe ten perſecuth 

ons, Antichriſt the Pope hath exerci» 

iced his rvranny over the Churches 

forthe {pace of avout. 900. yeares, 
Vndera type ofaKing, om”. pro» 3 Dan. 17. 28, 
phecycth of him, which.isto be con- 3%:3$37-3% 
{idered. For it is ſayd ; His heart ſhall 

be again!t the holy Coycnant; So 

che Popes heart 1s againſt the new 
Teſtament ia Chrift his blond, to c- 

ſtabliſh his merics by workes, Ir 1s 

allo ſayd, On that King's part 4rmes 

/hall ft:nad, as now they doe on the 
Popes part ; 4nd they ſhall pollute the 

Sanct uary, and ſet Op the abhominable 

deſolation : So dath the Pope, pollute 
the Churches,and ſerteth vp hisab- 
hominable Mafſe. That King, Did 

what be liited,cared not for any God,but” 
:  magni- 


4 


| *Mat,24 15- 


0 > nee." 


iRevel. 13.1, 


' od 1,12g 
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mannified himſelfe abhoue all. D5th not 
the Popcall this ?Laſtiy; Thar King, 
In place of the Ged of his Fath-rs, honos- 
red the God, Mauzzim : Doth not the 
Pope honour in the Maile a God of 
bread in place of the true God ? But 
what may induce vsto {uppole that 
King to bea type of the Pope ? Be- 
{des the many agreements noted, Tt 
i5to beobſcrved, that howſoever all 


- things,written oftharKing were truc 


according to the Jettct : yer Chriit 
ſayth * !/hen yee ſee the abbomination of 


pr ar arg ſpoken of by Danie! l, ſtana n 
- M 


holy places eve. W hereby hee ap- 
plicth this Prophecy to the deftruc. 


_ tion of Teruſalem, and the Temple 


by the Romane Emperour, as doth 
more plainly appeare in Luke 21. 20, 
conferred with Dan.9.26.27 Divines, 
not without Analogy, apply this 
prophecy to the Maſſe, that abhomi- 
nation (indeede ) of Deſolation. A- 
gaine, It is to be obſerved, that the 
Roman Emperour was the firt _ 

| that 


| "x . * # 
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that the Pope is another beaſt which 


doth all that the firſt beaftdids And 
that the Church of .Chriſt is the 


Houſe of God,* as was the Temple. * : Tim.3,15 


So then, as the Romane Emperour 
de(troyed the Temple, ſothe Pope 
hath perſecuted, and {i} perſecuteth 
the truc Church of Chritt. How did 
the new Teſtament, ſo oppolite to 
Popery, eſcape fo long a rage, and 
reipne? T his isthe more ftrangetheſe 
. things conlidered. The old Teſta» 
ment in Hebrew, and the new Tefta- 
ment in Greeke, were ſirangers in_ 
Tſracl ever lincethe Pope was,before 
the Goſpell was renewed. ThePope 
wil: not ſuffer rhe. Scriptoresto bee 
read to'the people in their mother 
rongue, & the {ſecond Commaunde- 
ment condemningthe worſhipping 
of Images is in popilh Catechiſmes 
thruſt out of the Decalogue. So that 
 Imay conclude that as Nebuchadnez» 


z4rackowledged Shadrach, Meſhach, t Dan, 3-28; ; 


and .4%ednego to have beene the fer- 
vants 


CEL en dos ades cane WES 
EI FI 2 prong: ; 
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vants of God, becauſe they eſcaped 
the fiery furnace : {o God giveth a 
remarkeable te{timony to che Scrip- 
tures, that they bee his vndoubred 
word, by his-{o wonderfull preſers 

vation. : 
PR” Now it is time to procecde to the 
Ws teſttmony of Scriprures. But frit ] 
will anſwer this queſtion, Is thereſtt- 
mony which the Scriptures giue rq 
chemſelues of ſufficient credie? Yes ; 
For the ſame reaſons, wherewith 
* Tohnr; x2, Chriſt® juſtified the record which he 
14417418, bareof himlelte. ( 1) We Know from 
whence the Scriptures came, evcy 
* 3Per. 2:29: fra Gods [pirit®(2) The Father(as we 
' have proved) isa witnefle, therefore | 
the teltimony of two is truc,and con. 
*Tohn 5.39. ſequetly of credit, Now Chrilt ſaichs 
The Scriptures, ( that is the old Teita- 
went, which were befor? Chriſt ) 
 teftifie of me. If of Chriſt, then of his 
Word, that is, his Goſpell, For the 
woman of Samaria could tell thar 
the Meſi4h, that is, Chriſt, when he 
| came 
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eame ſhould tell vs all chings. It may 

be ſhe had heard, thar 2/9/es ptophe» _ 

 cycd of Chriſt, who was to be heard - A Rats 
in all chings * Beſides, Chriſt is the *** 7577 
corner ſtone of the foundation; (that 
is, doftrine ) as of the Apoſtles, ſo 
of the Prophets. Theretorc the Pro« 
phets giue rellimony to Ghrift, and 
his word. As Moſes and the Pro- 
phers (that ts, the old Feſtament ) 
give teſtimony ro Chriſt, ahd his 
word, which is the docrine of the 
new Teſtament : So Chriſt in thoſe 
words, /ohy 5. 39.doth gige an ho- 
nourablc ceſftmony tothe old Teſta- = 

ment, {aying, /» them: ye thinke to hawe 

eternall ife, And two of the chiefe 

Apoſtles give likewiſe reſtimony to _ 
theold Teftament. For Petey ſayth * *3Pet. 11S, 
Vee haue amo#Zt [are word of the Pro- 

phets. Hete Prophets (as Eph: 2.20. 

is put forthe whole old Teftament, 

And Paul ſayth * The whole Scripture t «Tim. 3.16; 
is etven by inſpiratton. Whereby the © 
014 Teſtament, without doubt, is 


lignified, « 


<- 


"Wet AS oe aft _ Wat EV a | 
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ſignified, & rhe new Teſtament may 
be vnderfiood. 
Having finiſhed this courſe of Telti- 
moniesro theeord by way of imira- 
tion as well as I can, Iam now to 
ſhew how the other rhree grounds 
Reaſon 5. doe proucthis. The fiſt 1s, 7 here 25 
& God tobe worſhipped, therefore there 
#5 4 word of God to be beleeved. There 
Be many Gods, fo call:d © Every one 
hath his preſcribed worſhip, where- 
by he is honoured according to his 
owne minde, as Saturze had his 82+ 
turnalia,and drunken Bacghus his Bac 
 _  chanalia, Yea,the Scriptures intimate 
»Ats7.,43; 35 much,*Moloch had his rabernacle, 

and Remphan his Starre. Sothatthe 


tz Cor $,5. 


T * Dext, 32,30 IVE God forbiddethy his people * to 


enquire how other Nations ſerue 
their Gods. Now can we think thar 
cur grear, and onclyrrueGod is leſſe 
zealous of his glory, rzcn falſe Gods 
| beoftheir ſuppoſed honour ? Hea- | 
then mer concluded otherwiſe, For 


| when they heard rhatthie Samaritens 
os were 


D— 
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were devoured by Lyons, they dee- 

med the cauſe was, Yet worſbipping 

the God of the Land after his owne man- 

ner.y, God hath made all things for 7 »King.t7, 

his owne fake, yea even the wicked *7*"* | 

for rhe day ofevill =, char he may be * Prov, 16.4. | 

glorified, as by all chings made, ſo by 

che tut condemnatis of the wicked, 

T herefore he hath given a Word, 

thatby holy Worſhip, according to 

ir, he may be glorified, For by ſuch 

worſhip eſpectally is He glorified *, *Eevit.10. 1, 

and therefore the Glory departed ** 

{rom 1/-acl, when the 4rke, before 

which 1/7ae! worthipped, was taken 

by the 2 hilifizms® ; So that God did * 7 Go 

ivitly forſake the Genriles, becauſe, *233-7* 

when they knew him by his Workes | 

of Creation ©, they did not glorifie crom. z. 19. 

him as God, by worſhipping him ac- &c« 

cordingrto his will. That this conſe- 

quence may yct better ippeare to be 

good, it is to be duely obſerved,thar 

immediarely after God, in the Deca- 

logue ©, required Worſhip asdueto gx04.20.3:4 
|  - hi 
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| him onely, he commandeth that 
worſhip to be according to his'word, 
and nor by mans inventions : And 
- that, where God forbiddeth' to in- 
quire how o.her Nations ferve their 
©Deuc.n2.30, Gods,* he commandeth to'take heed 
| 3%. ro his Word. And laſtly, chat when 
God commanded his people ro ſanc- 
| _ tifie him, he preſently commanded 
fI(a,8.13.16,to binde vp the Teſtimonyf, and ro 
feale vp the Law among his Diſci- 
ples. For (indced) no Booke doth (6 
lorihe God,as doth the Bible,chere- 
*Toh, z. 18. foreitisthe true Word of God 3, All 

that is ſaid, being well conlidered, 
this coniequence 15 good. There isa 
God; to wit, lehovah, therefore there 

tsa Word of God,viz; F he olde and 
new Teſtament. | | 
eafon'6, Theother ground,and conſequence 
ge is chis.Thers isa Rofurreftion of the 
if, and vniuſt to be expetted, there- 
fore there is a Word of God, that is, 
the Scriptures, to be beleeved. For 
howſoever Cicero held the Im ans 
| Kc 
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litie of the_ſoule ; yer the Athenian 
Philoſophers deemed the reſurreti- 

.. onotthe bodice to be an vaheard-of , 
point*, For, indeed, it is an Article *A8. 17.28; 
of Chriſtian taith, and not a Tenee 3** 
of naturall reaſon. So that the Sadaue ,,  _ 
ces (though /ewes)reiefted iti, Thets ' Mat. 22, 336 | 
forcifitbean Article of Faith, then 1 
the Scriptures,bting the oaly booke, 
that doth clearely avouch,and proue 
ic, muſt nceds be the word of Faith, 
Againe; Why matthere be a Reſur- 
tection ? Thatthe ivft may ariſe vnto, 
life, and the vniuſt ynto condemnati- . ,. ,, 
on *, Forthelaſt day is, The day of *Ioi5- 29. 
the generall declaration of the iuſt,, - 
iudgement of God'. Now that God Dani's) © 
may appeare ioſt when he iudgeth, ic "0 
is requiſite, that he make his Will 
knowne by his Word ;For whereno _ ? 
Law is,, there,is no tranſgreſhion ®, ® Rome 157 
Therefore ſaith Chriſt, 1f 7.had not | 
tome, and ſpoken to themgthey ſhould not . .  _ 
haxe had ſine ®: but now they hage *Iet :5; 327 
no cloake for finne. The Gentiles _- | 
OT - had 
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*Rom.2, 14, had notthe Law *, how can. they be 
74.75 Htudged? Yes, becauſe they haue the 
| eftc& of rhe Law written in their 

hcarts, 


|} Reaſm7- Thethird ground,and conſequence 


IOrs 
OR) on 


| FAndg,i, 


| $5 Twg.s;therplace,fhe thas writeth, He that 


: . 


is ris. There is 4 Conſcience to be ten- 

aered, therefore there is alWord of God 

tobe beleeved, For the Spirit of God, 

which fpeaketh in the Scriptures, ſo 
inlighencth the mindes.of Gods peo« 

ple, that the Word worketh vpon 

_... their Conſciences, Thatas face an- 
? Prov. 27-19% (yyereth face in Water ?.So where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is ſuch li- 

x 2 Cor.;.17: bertie 4, that is, Freedome from the 
25s, vaile overour hearts,that we behold, 
as ina glaſſe, the glory of the Lozs 

- with open face,and are changed into 
.ithe ſame image. Sothatthe Apoſtle 
* doth preſently affirme, Thar having 
this Miniſtry, he did not handlc the 
Word deceitfully, but ici declaration 
of the truth, he approoved himſelfe 
 toevery mans Conſcience: In ano- 


dc- 
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deſpiſcth theſe chings, deipilech not 
. marjbur God, who bach cven given 
- you his holy Spirit, Which is as if he 

ſhould ſay, T he Spirit of Godgin your 
xcading, cannot bur acknowledg the 
' ſame Spiric itt mie wricing, theretore 
take heede how yce deſpiſe thete 
* things; It may be obſerucd,thar che 

more godly any is, the more readily 
doth his Conſcience refl-&t vpon che” 
Word. Which is intimated by the A- 
poſtle;laying,* I ſpeake Wiledomea-e, cg, i; 6 
mong them that are perfe&. Nay;the 
Conſciences of them, who are, not 
perfet, are mooved by the Word. 
The valearned man, the ſecrers of 
whoſe heart are made manifeſt by 
Prophecy ®, (chat is, powerfull Prea- » i Cor 14; 
ching the Word). is compelled, in 2+ 25+ 
Conſcience, ro ſay, God is in the 
Preacher indeede: And 4grippa was 
by Pauls Preaching, { though he a 
priſoner) compelled, in conſcience, 
_ toſlay*; Almoſt thou perſwadeſt meto, gg, 16) 

become 4 Chriſtian. So that the con- 27.38, 
C2 ſcience 


: 
: 
: 
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ſcitnce giuech an evident teſtimony 
rothe Word of God. All then duc. 


iy conlidered ; we may.colle&t, and * 


conclude, &c. | 
Fir{t,ifthe Church of God,through- 
our all ages, hauc avouched the olde, 


_ andnew Teſtament to be the Ward 


of God. Secondly, if, howſbever the 


Scriptures be for the moſt part, {1m- 


plc, and ptlaine, yer, Gods Spirit wor- 
king by them, they be mightie In 0- 


_ peration, Thirdly, if che Scriptures 


conteine many Prophecies of grear 
things, which accordingly came ro 


paſſe in duc time: Fourthly, if God - 


$aye reſtimgny to the olde, and new 
Teſtament, by a voyce from heaven; 


_ Fiftly,if tie confirmed them by miras 
cles. Sixtly, if he have wonderfully 


preſerved chetn vato this time, Se- 
venthly, ifthe olde Teſtament giue 


_ teſtimony tothe new,and chenewro 


the oldezas Xoſesto Chriſt,and Chriſt 


_ to Moſes, Eightly, ifit follow,that, If 


there be a God to be worſhipped,viz; 
77> . "The: 
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The God of 7/7ael, there mutt needes 
be a Word, viz: the Scriptares, thar 
according to them he may be wor- 
ſhipped. Ninthly,if it be a good con- 
{equence, A RelurreQion of the tuſt, 
and vniuſt is to be expeed,therefore 
there is a Word oft God, vis. the 
Scriptures, that God may appeare 
iuſt, when he iudgerh in the laſt day 
And tenthly, if this be a ſound En- 
1hymeme, There isa Conſcience, ther- 
fore the Scriptures be the Word of 


God ; Becaulethe Conſcience, both 


of perfect Chriſtians, and orher,doth 
glucan cvident tellimony to them 


then, There isa Word of God, viz. 


the ode, and new Teſtament, to be 
beleeved. | 

Here(perhaps)fome would cxpe&t 
a reſolution ofthe queſtion berweeno 


the Papiſts,and vs, touching the Apo- 


eryphall Writings, vis. E/dras, T obit, 
ec. Whether they be parts of the Ca- 
nonicall Scriptures,or no. Ttold you, 
when I firſtentred vpon this Text, 


C3 that 


2 
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that jt offereth ivſt occaſion of dif 
cuſling many points of Religion, fir- 
ter for the” Schooles, than for this 
Anditory : Yet becauſe many take 
occalion. ro decme thoſe Writings 
ro be Canonicall, becauſe they are 
ordinarily bound in the mid{t of 
them, ( norwithftanding the wall of 
{epararton, prudently and provident- 
ly ſet, by Anthoritie, berweene the 
Bookes of the olde Teſtament, and 
them, T meane, the ticle| . pocrpha] 
with a declaration of the meaning 
therof, 1 will thew you my iudgment 
ina few words. I deeme them,or moſt 
of them, Writings worthy of reve- 
rend eftimacion for their anriquiric, 
and many things worthy diligent 
reading: BurT deny them to be Ca- 
nonicall, that is, the wordes of God, 
or Rules, whereby our Faith is ro be 
ſquared. For we are to be builded 
onely vpon the foundation of the 
Apoſtles, and Prophets, Chriſt him- 
vhpheſa, 20. felfe being the corner ſtone ?. For re- 
verence 


M$ 


Pruciples concerning Retiion 27 
verence to thoſe Writings, and for 
my words ſake, Iforbeare ro note ob- 
liquities in them, ſuch as-are ſufhct- 
ent to demonſtrarc that they be nor 
endited by the Spirir of Gad. I there- 
fare delixe you ro conſider bur this 
one Argument. If they be parts of 
Canonicall Scriptures, they are patts 
either ofthe olde, orofthe new Te- 
ſtamqnr: Burt they are parts of net- 
they; Therefore they argnoparts of 
the Canonicall Scriptures. { never 
heard that any Papi/t affirmed them 
ro be parts of the new Teſtament. 
And ( indeed ) their antiquirie, and 
contents doc manifeſt tharthey were 
written before any part of the new 
Teſtament was writren. ' To prooue 
thac they be nor parts of the olde 
Teſtament, I will nor vrgea reaſon of | 
Fierom*, viz: They arc not in the * Ii Þy 
Regilter of divine Bookes, which Gem; 
the /ewes preſerved: but deſire thisgto ” * 
be c6ſidered, that they be in Greeke, 
whereas all the Bookes of the olde 
C4. Teſt 


FI 
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Teſtament be in Hebrew, So ( with- 
out doubt) hadrheſe beene likewiſe, 
hadthey, beene written by inſpirati- 
on. of rhe Holy Ghoſt. For the Ora- 
cley of God, the giving of che Law, 
the ſervice of Gad, andthe promiſcs 


 pertained to the /ſraelites?. If rheſc 


were among({tthem, ſhould they nat - 
habe becne-1n the ſame Language? 
Againe; The Law,and the Prophets 
were read in the Synagogues of the 
Jewes », Tf theſe Writings were a- 
mongſt them, ſhovld not they alſo 
hauz beene read ? Bur furely Pepery 
had nor then prevailcd, ro perſwade 
the Scripturesto bercad in a ſtrange 
language to the people aſſembled on 
the Sabbath-day, Therefore | may 
conclude,that the ApocryphalFWri- 
tings are no parts of the Canonicall 
Scriptures. | ed PI 
Now am I to proccede on to Vſes 
to be builded vpon this ground of 
Religion, There is a Word of God, 
viz; The Bible,conſiſting of the __ 
Ih an 
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and new Teſtament, to be beleeved, 
If this be true indeed, then the holy 
Scriptures are to be highly eſteemed, 
- asthe vadoubred Word of God. For, 
as when we know God, if we doc not ; 
glorific him as Gods, he will noc be <Rom.r, 31, 
better pleaſed with vs, than he was '©4 
wich the Gentiles: fo it we acknow- 
ledge the truth of this Dotrine, and 
doe not eltceme the Word as the 
Word of God, wee ſhall be judge das 
deſpiſers of ir, Fornor to regard, as 
we ſhould, is to deſpiſe. As 7imerhy 
had bcene deſpiſcd94, if (norwithiian- © z Cor.r6. 
ding his youth )) the Corinthizns had Ot: 
not convoyed him on his Tourney * 
towards Pax, {ceing he wrought the 
worke of the Lord, as Paul did. And 
Chriſt maketh nor hearing , and de- 
ſpiſing the Word Preached by the le- 
ventic*® to be xquivalent. How in- *Luk.10, x6 
dignely this deſpiting is taken, ſhak- ANIL AS 
ing of duſt,andleffening of the iudg- 
ments of Tyr#:,and Sidon, in compa- 
riſon doe demonſtrate, Thaoefore let | 

| VS 


ZO 


f Pal.19. 10, 


s Mat. 13.45. 
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vs imitate David, who eſteemed the 
Word better than Gold, yca than 
much fine Gold *; and the Merchant, 
who ſolde all he had robuy a Pearle 
of price s. And let vs deſerve the 
commendations which Paul giveth 
to the Thef/alonians *, for receiving 
the Word, not as the Word of men, 
but as the \Word of God. Suppole a 
true religious man had the onely Bi- 
blein the world, would he part with 
it, thinke yee, for the richeſt [ewel in 
the World ? If a Booke being the 
Workmanſhip of a man be worthily 
ſorto be eſteemed for the Contents 
lake, how highly are we to eliceme 
the dodrine of the Bible, being the 
Word of God? But how arc we to 
manifeſt our high eſtimation of the 
Word of God ? Nor chiefely by bin= 
ding the Bible faire, though that 
ſheweth ſome good reſpet thereof : 
Nor by ſetting it handſomely in the 
Window,or ſome eminent place,and 
nc ver, or ſcldome reade therein : But 


by 
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by hearing, belecving, and obeying 
ic as the Word of God, 

In ſuch hearing, two thingsarerc- 
quired, Readie diligence, and Relt- 
gious reverence. Touching the for- 
mer it is Prophecied ; Thar in thelaſt 
dayes, Chrilt his people ſhall come 
willingly atthe time of Aſſembly, as 
an Army in holy beautie i:and, That 
many people ſhall flow to the houſe 
of the Lord *, inciting one another, 
And why ? Becauſe the Ward of the 
Lord gocth from /er»/alem, This 1s 
to ſecke after the knowledge of Gods 
willin his Word,as for treaſure ?, Ac- 
cording to thoſe = The 
Kingdome of Go 
and every man preſicd vnto it ® after 
the comming of 7h Baptiſt. T he A= 
poſtics would nor goe from Chriſt =, 
(as ſome Diſciples did ) becauſe He 
had the words of cternall life. : And 
Cornelizs a Captaine, when he heard 
_ that Peter ſhould tell him whar he 
ought to doe, (ent immediately for 


him, 


was Prcached; 
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him, and having called rogether his 
kinlmen, and {peciall friends, waited 


5-57 for him®, and were ready to heare 


wharſocyer he ſhould ſay trom God, 
Hereby are condemned, ſuch as haue 
{mall zcale in repairing tothe Word, 
bur abſent themſelues vypon ſmall oc: 
calions, as prooying of Qxen ?, with 
whom God is angry. Such asremem- 
ber not the $a bat! 1 day, ſo as to dil- 


. poſe of their bufinefle, rhatchey may 


be ready in due time ro attend the 
Word. They will remember, and 
pleade,that it is a day ofreſt, &ſleepe 
the longerthar day : Bur they forget 
that rhe rcſt muſt be holy to the 
Lord 4. Yea ſuch are hereby condem-. 
ned,who'though they ſeeme to have 
ſome mind to heare the Word Prea- 
ched, and thercfore cait ro come to 
that berime, yer are not diligent to 
cometo heare the Word read. As if 
rhe Word 'read be not to be regarded 
as the Word of God, and, Asif ir be 
not - necetiary that Gods people 
ſhould 
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thould know, in ſome meaſure, the 
letter, and body of the Scriptures z 
Wherevnto they cannot atraine by 
hcaring onely thoſe ſmall Texts 
whereypong Preachers Diſcourſe, 
Therefore Ciriitian Churches haye 
well imitated rhe auncient people of | 
God* , ih appoihting the Scriprures *A&.13.141F' 
to be read 1n the great Congregatis * 5-37 
ons, c{peciaily on che Lords day, {o 
asthe body thereof may be read over 
agaihe,and againe in time, Where- 
ynto ifche people doe nor diligently 
reſort; eſpecially ſuch as want lear- 
ning, leiſugc, or Bibles to reade, doe 
they eſtecfne the Word read as the 
Wotdof God? _ ns 

A ſecond thing required in hed- Fe 3s . 
ting the word, as the word of God, . % 
is religious reverence. When we pray  _. © 
we ſpeake toGod,& then we kneele*, *Palg5-6% 
or ſhould doe : when the word is | 
read, of pteached, God ſpeaketh to 
vs,and ſhall we not heare himwith 
tcligious reverence ? We heare the 
Iudge - 


Exgd. 2:4. 5. 
& 19,10,11, 
L7+ 


* Ecclef. $-t. 
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Iadge giving a charge inthe Alliſes; 

wich vacovered heads; and all civill 
teverence, and ſhall not our demea- 
notre be religioully reverent, when 
God ſpeakerh vnto vs i$ his word ? 
Moſes was to pur oft hi ſhoocs be- 
cauſe ct the preſence of God {peak- 
ingour of a burning buſh: * And che 
people were to be fanRifted when 
they were to meete with God ſpeak- 
ing -the tenne Commaundements. 


When we heare the word preached 


wee are in Gods ſpeciall preſence, 

therefore wee ire exhorted by the 
Spirits 70 looke to our feete before we en- 
ter into the houſe of God, and bee more 
ready to heare, than tooffer the ſacrifice 
of fooles. And Chriſt Rood when he 
read his text * :but he ſar after, when 


 hepreached. Allchis doth ſhew,thar 


the word is co be heard with religi- 
ous reverence. Yea there be ſome 
learned Divines, who hold thatmen 


* ought to be vncovered, rhat is, put 


of their harcs the whole Sermon 
white, 
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while. But for my part, I dare not 
preciſely binde the conſcience of a- 
ny man tothis, or that parcicular de- 
monſtration of religious reverence. 
Though I graunt that a Sermon 1s 
to be heard with religious reverence - 
as well as the word read ; For Mini- 
ſters of the Golpell are the meſſen« 
gers of God (as were the Prieſts of the 
aw* ) and itis to be preſumed,that,,, , 
their lips alſo preſerue knowledge, 2 Cor.s.20; 
therefore people muſt, with religious 3 ©97: 4-7- 
reverence, hearken to the word from 
their mouth. Heereby are condem- 
ned ſuch as come to \Wiſedomes 
_ feaſt* without a wedding garment ®, «prou g. 3.46 
that is, due preparation and fitneſſe. , _ Fo 
As alſo ſuch as ſleepe, talke, gaze a- Ee: 
bour, or otherwiſe have their minds 
drawne from hearing the word. Is 
this co have either their eyes faſined* 
vpon the Preacher, orto haue hearts 
opened by the Lord to hearken to 4A&4/t6.14; 
his word ? hy 7 
Itis not a ſufficient eſtimation of U/ 4: 
: the 


c Luke 4.20; | 
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the Word to repaire cherevnto with 
diligence, and to heate it with reve- 

rerice, .except we beleencir as the 

Word of God. For if the Word be 

not mixed with Faich in thoſe that 
*Hebr. 4:22 heare it*© jic will norproficthem vato | 
either rteformarion, #dification, or 
conſolation, which are the effeRts of 

fx Cor«14. 3, ProphecyF,thar is, of powerfull Prea- 
24-25- ching. Againe yg He, who beleeverh 
#Toh.1.12, rhe Word 10 as to rcceinc 8,tharis, to 
belcene the teſtimony thereof, doth 


f k & 3. 23.34. ſeale that God is true ® : Bur God is 


rue { I may adde, Abſolutely ) and to 


| _ iRom-3.4. he juſtified in his wordesi; I may 


adde , becauſe they be abſolutely tric as 
God is. Therfgre they ate to be heard 
Witt Faith, refting vpon them abſa- 
hucely- wichour all donbting of their . 
crath. For the Word of God is called 
4 Rom.z. z. the Faithof God*: Which intimaterh, 
tharifwe belecue Faithrabe in God, 
we muſt belecte his Word accor- 
dingly.This isa maine difference be- 
rweene the Word of God ( Ry is 


| 
| 
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tobe heard with Faich howloever it 


croſſe our indgemenr z for Faith ſur- 
monntech Reaſon)and the Wordof 
man,which isno furcher to be belec- 
ved, than ir agrecth with the Word, 


which is, Truth it ſelfe!: Forevery *I0h. 57.17. 
man is by aature,aLyar ®,and there- = Rom, z, 44 


fore. js nor co be juſtified in-all his 
wordes. So that, Gods people may 
lawfully (to itbe with Diſcretion, and 
Humilitie) examinerhc Dodrine ,by 


what Preacher ſoeverdelivercd,whes 
ther it. be warranted by che Scrip-, 


tures,or no, if the truth thereof be 
not cvident to them, as did:the no-, 


bly-minded Bereazs* Bur iftherruth « aag j5, iG: 


37 


- 


of the: Word be delivered to their ts 


| Conſcienccs, then maſt they beiceue 
it withour any demurring.- So the 
Apoſtles belceved. that Chriſt his 
fleſh is mear indecd, and his-bloud 


drinke- indced®, and followed him * Teh,6.55.60 
without any offence, becauſe he had $1:55.67.69. 


the words ofeternall life, whereas 0+ 
ther ſceming Diſciples were offen- 
| = .. 


1-24 "x08 
* -._ 


aIſh.29. 5.6. 
..J, 
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ded, and gayeover following Chri (> 


| becaulc. it ſeemed to their naturall 


reaſon to be an/hard ſaying.So 4bra- 
ham'y abone hops, in regard of his olde 
age, and his gs barrennefſe, bue 
vnaer hope in regard of Gods power, 
beleeved the Word of God, promi- 
ſing to make him a Father of many 
Nations, So Hezekiah 4 (thotgh a 
King) was notangry with the Pro. 
pher, prophecying moſt grievous 
things to him, bur belecved his Pro- 
phecy{ſo crofhing natural affeRions) 
asthe VVord of God, and favd,” The 

IYord of the Lord is 'go04, Here T ſup- 
poſe, it will be {ome comfort ro 
know how yee may-iudge of-your 
ſelves in the. time of hearing, whe- 
cher the VVord be mixed with faiths 
Fleſhew you. If your hearts anfver 
Gods VVord, as did Davids, when 


- God fayd Secke yee 1 face, his heart 


anſwercd, 0 Lord, will [ecke thy face. 
For Faith is ſuch an aſſent to every 
Y Vord of God, as produceth affec- 

* 110Ns, 
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tions, and ations aniwerable to the | 
VVord, wherevnto- the heart afſen- 
teth. Sothatwhen 70hn Bapriff Prea 

| chech Repenrance4 wegrieue in the Math.rr.r4. | 
ſeriſe of finae:and when Chriſt Prea- TT 

cheth the Golpe]], weare comforted 
in hope of forgiueneſſe. 
Hereby ate condemned ſuch as afe | 
like thoſe proud men *,who tolde Zee *Ir% 43: 3. 
remy, thathe ſpakec fallely when he: 
delivered the Vord of God which 

' croſſed rheir purpoſes. pars | 
Such as be likethe Princes, who con» 52 King,7, 
traried the Word of God "rovching Es 
ſuddaine cheapneſſe of Corne, be- 
cauſe it was contrary to his ſenſtall 

-feaſon : Butthe Word was fulfilled, 
and he periſhed.. And thirdly, Moc- 
kers*, which, in theſe laſtdayes, will * 2 Per-3.3.45 

_ walke after theirluſts, nor belccving 

the promiſe of Chrilt his commin 

_ roiudgemenr, becaule it is deferred. 
Yea,fourthly, thoſe weake-ones,who +: +. . 

are like ro-David”, who ſayd inhis 'Pfal.n16.x8, 

feare, 4l] men be lyars, meaning eſpe- 

D 2 cially 


an 
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cially Sz»zuel,who annoinced him to 
{r $2m.1613 be King * :*Bur before he got the 
Crowne, Sax} fo perſecuted him,thar 

he doubred of the word which Samn- 

e/ had ſpoken. Fiftly, Much more 

are they hereby condemned, who, 

our of an humour troubled by the 

Word, doe cavillagainſtic, contrary 

Bb. tothe Apolile /ames hisexhortation, 
i *Jam:r,21.19 * That we ſhould receine the: Word with 
b- meckneſſe, and therefore ſhould be ſwift 
to heare ſlow to ſpeake,ex flow to wrath. 
For t/rath,becauſe the YYord croſ- 
ſeth our mind, ſtirreth vp the rongue 
.vaco gain-ſaying, and therefore the 
'VVord is not beleeved as the Word = 
tif of God. Sixtly, Hereby are condem- 
off | ned ſuch as deſpayre in the rime of 


 SHab,3,3.4. afflition;anddoe not line by Faith *, 
"8 - waiting forthe appointed timewhen 
=. the viſion will ſpeake comfort. And | 
a feaventhly, ſuch as like the E/ders of 


Bzek-14-2-3. 1ſrael 5; (et vp Idols in their hearts, 
whichare ſtumbling blockes of ini- 
quitie, ſtopping the way OO | 

| "rhe 


Principles concerning Rebgion, 41 
the VVord, and Faith, ſo as they 
cannot be mixed in them that heare, * 
I meane thoſe who hearc the Word: 
with preiudicate opinions, Papiſtsor - 
other, who will top their cares, and: 
not heare the Word, {o as to beleeue 
itas the Word of God, charwe the 
charmer never ſo wiſely 4. *Plal.58. x. 
The third thing requircd to mani- | 21, 
feſt our high eſtimation ofthe Word, 
is, Toobeyiras the Word of God. 
For to heare the Word, and'not to 0- 
bey ir, is deemed by God a caſting it 
away *, Therefore wee deceine Our « x Sam. x5; 
ſelues, though we be hearers,ifwe be | 22-23. 
not doers alſo of the Wordf : But fram.r.24, 
what is required of vs that we may 0- 
bey the Wordas the Word of God? 
I anſwere, many things. Among the J 
reſt eſpecially, Abſolate obedience 
to whatſoever the Word comman- 
derh, without making any queſtion, 
or difficultie. For God is of abſo- 
lute authoritie,and ctherfore we pray, 
ET hy will be dome on earth, as it is 18 tMah6,10. 
DE D3 beaver 


a 
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heaven: and, His Word'is perfeR, 

_ *Plal19.7.5. 2nd righth, Therefore our abſolute 
| obedirnce is nor blinde, - as is the 0« 
bedience of Teſvircs co their ſuperi- 

ours, whom they mpſtobey,though 

they command the killing of Prin- 

ces, not inquiring after the lawful- 

neſſe of ſuch'a Commandement : 

Bucrheir ſuperſticious, and blinde 0- 

bedience condemaeth vs;it we yeeld 
norabſolure obedience to the Word 

of God, which is of abſolute autho- 

ritie, and altogether without errour. 

So be not the Commandements of 

the Pope, or ofany, humane Supert- - 

our: whomſocever Let vs conſider 

ſome few examplcs of obedience to 

the Word, as to the Word of God. 

Thar vamatchable example of 4-_ 

braham, may well be 1»/tar onmium, 

who obeying the Word of God, [pa- 

iGen.23.1-24 red nat 7ſaac his onely ſonne i, be- 
Ad 3x; 2, gorten inhisoldeaget, and in both 
2 _ thelereſpeAtsdearely beloved ; Yea, 
1 Gal.4. 38. the Sonne of Promiſe; with _— | 
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and his {eede, God promiſed ro e- 


D 4 


But wichour pleading any of theſe 
things *,arolc carly ro-goe to facritice » zach.1z. 10? 
him, with his owne handes. Now [ 
wheras Abrahamis the Father of allo, *Rom.4, 129 
who watke in the {ieps of his Faith, "2 
I will tell yqu one other example of 
his obedience to the Word of Gad, 
which 1s remarkeable too, the rather 
| becauſerhe Spirir of God taketh ſpe- 
ciall notice thereof, ſhewing vs that 
Abraham obeyed God commanding 
him to goc he knew not whither, 
_ VVhichlaſt words imply, that he 0+ 
beyed readily without queſtioning 
whether dangers were in the way, 
and what commodious dwelling 
wasin the place whereynto he ſhould 
goez therefore it is ſaid, that by Faith 
he obeyed. Soalſo iris wricten in che 
ſame Chapter, Verſe 17. that 4bra- 
hamofferedvp Iſaac by Faith, Where- 
by the Spirit of God intimateth,thar 
in both theſe obediences, Abraham 


eſte. 


43 


ftabliſh an everlaſting Covenant ® ; © Gen.17. 2, L 


19. 


? Heb,rr, 9: 


vy 
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eſteemed the Commandements, as 
the words of God, I ſhall expreſle 
rhis point yet. more plainely by an 
example of Pezers walking vpon the 
Sea at Chriſt his bidding. But note, 
that Peter perceiving that it was 
Chriſt, and not a Spirit, as he, and 
his fellowes feared, who walked on 
the Sea in the night, ſayd, Maſter, 
if itbe thou, bid me come vnto thee 
on the water. Which (heweth how 
highly he eſteemed of Chriſt his 
Ward, perſwaded that obeying it he 
ſhoold neither tempt God*, nor pe- 


riſh by going on the water. I will 


adde bur another example, wherein 
yee may ſce both the Wiſcdome of 
the fleſh, and obedience of Faith. 
Naiman was direfted* by a meſſenger 
trom El;ſha, to waſh himſelfe in /or- 
dar for cure of his leprofie; He went 


away murmyring; But perſwaded by 


his ſervants to haue due regard of 
the'Prophers word, he obeycd; and 


M Hereby 


INN... TE At 1, nc GG nts on 
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Hereby are condemned (1) rebcl- | 
lious hearers of the word, who lay, 

The word which thou” haſt ſpoken 
vnto vs in the name of the Lord, wee 
will not heare*: but we will doe what ©1944-1617 
we thinke good, and as our Princes, 
and Fathers before vs have donc, 

(2) Preſumptuous hearers, who _ 
bleſſe chemſclues is their hearts *, 99, 
when they hearc iudgements out of 
the word againſttheir finnes, 2nd {6 
adde drunkenneſſe to thirft: but God 
will not be mercifull co ſuch. (3)Hy- 
pocriticall hearers, who call one vp- 

on another *ro hearetheword, and » exe. 33. 
ſit before the Preacher, as reverently 39. 3% 


! asothers, but they makea eſt of it, 


and will not obey it, And (4) ſyuchas 

pretend obedience to the word qQut 

of a ſudden flaſh of zeale, like the 

young man? who came runningzand 7 Mark, zo. 

kneeling to Chriſt, to know what he 37-22-33 

might doe for eternall life : Bur when 

Chriſt bad him fell, and give all to 

che poore,and follow him, hee went 
[ away 


Ne. NE I A EE eee Es ET Ao Sy ts: Eres = 206A 
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away ſorrowfull;for he wasrich : So, 
many, when the word reprooveth 
them for drunkenneſle, are grieved 
for the preſent, canfeſle it 1s their 
finne, and wiſhthey could leaue it, 
bar they doe nor. 
[ have told you of lome to be con- 
demned for nor belceving, and of 0» 
thers, for not obeying the-word as 
the word of God ; Now I] mult tell 
you of the Antichriſtizn Synagogue 
of Rome, which ſhamefully offen- 
dcrh in bath rhoſe reſpeRs,in raking 
the ſecond Commanndemert out 
ofthe Decalague, as hath bceene ſaid, 
conrrary to the cxpreſſe word of 
God; who giveth chis percmptorie 


 *Deuart-32. charge® , Whatſoever 1 commannd 


you , take heede you doe it. Thou 
ſhalt - put nothing thereto, .. nor take, 
040ht there - from. If the Papiits did 
beleeve the word, as the word of 
God, durl(t they thus abuſe ignorant 
people? God deliver vs from vnrea- 


d x Thel ;,2, [98able, and evill men >; for-all men 


haue 


Principles concerning Religion. 47 

hage not faith. Now ; why doe thicy 

_ this? Even. becauſe they are ſo ad- 

 diQed co Icolatry,thar deſpiling the 

cenſure of Chrilt, az. 5. 19. they 

will ncicher obey this word of God 

chemſclues ©, nor ſuffer the people cMar.5.19, 

co ohey it, ja not worſhipping Ima- 

ges. For they icare, thar if it were 

publiſhed in their Catechiſmes, the 

people would, in time, abhorre char 

babiſh, and Babyloni(h Idolatry, ob- 

ſerving how preciſely that comman- 

demenc forbiddeth the worſhipping 

of Images, and how icalous God is 

thereof. And the more, when they 

know and confider, that the whoie 

Decalogue was writcen twice in Ta- 

bles of Scone 4, with the finger of « xx0q 34; 

God; which argueth the perperni- 28. and 34-2. 

tiechereof,and that the Commandes 2253024 

ment forbidding worſhipping of [- 

mages is twice recorded by the Spi- 

rit*, as the ſccond-of the ren Com- 

mandements ſpoken by God him- 

ſelfe. Bur I pray you take know+ 
| ledge 


eDeut.s.8.23 | 
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viz. Becauſe the Scriptures {ay ex- 
preſfely, that God wrote ten Come 
mandements inthe rwo Tables f,and 
the people generally know thatthere 
moſt be,ten Commandementes, they 
oy bak tenth Commandement, 
2 ake Thou ſhalt not covert thy 
neo bPonrs wife, the ninth ; and Thou 
ſalt not covet thy neighbours houſe, 
&e.therench. Note furcher, I pray 
you, ascouſenage, ſo groſſe abſurdi- 
tie; Forthe Commandement conli- 
ſeth onely in theſe words, Thow (þalt 
wot covet; Sothat it is abſurd ro ſay 
that there be ſo many Commande- 
ments as there be obiefs of cove- 
ting mentioned, as Oxe, Aſle, &c. 
Were it” not abſurd to make two 
Commandements of the fifth, be. 
cauſe therein be mentioned two ob- 
tes, (v/z; Father, and Mother) of 
Honour, the dutic commanded. - If 
it be ſayd, that Honour is but once 
commanded, whereas Covering is 

| | twice 
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ewice forbidden, yea (o, as that Co- 
veting a neighbours wite is firſt for- 
bidden, as it there were a kinde of 
reſpet rothe ſeaventh Commande- 
ment : and Coveting a neighbours 
houſe, is forbidden afterward, as it 
there were a kinde of re{pe to-the 
eight Commandement : 1 anſwer, 
All (yet) is bat Covetzngs which is 
twice. vrged, becauſe more know- 
ledge ſhould be raken of the Com- 


mandement + For if Paul had not . - - - 
Rom; 7.8, 


 knowneZa#tobealinnes, had nots 
this Commandement forbidden it, 
| how would others haue knowne it? 
Bur further, I anſwere 3 That how- 
ſoever, indeed, fiot-coveting a wife 
be firſt ſerdowne Dext. 5.2 1. yet note 
coveting an houle is firſt ſer downe 
_ Exo4.20. 17. Which ſheweth that 
not- coveting houſe, wife, &c. is for- 
bidden by one, and the ſame Com- 
mandement. Hane nor we cauſe to 
thanke God, that we are dclivercd 


from Popery,which isthe Myſtery of 


£0 


* Math, I, 22, 


1 iDeurc, $.25« 
| 26. 27, 28, 


Obie, 


DAnſ, 


_ poſtles :Bur their Miniſtery ir ſelfe 


The Principle of all 


Here ( itmay be) ſome will grant 
thar the Word ſpoken by Gol, ot 
Chri,who was God as well as mand, 
is to be beleeved, and obeyed abſo- 
Jurely without any doubting, or que- 
ſtioning:'Bur they thinke, that the - 
doarine of orhers is ior ſo to be be- 
leeved,and obeyed. Ler ſuch remem- 
ber chat God approoved the minde 
of the people, deſiring that G © » 
would ſpcake to then no more him- 
ſelfe i, and promiſing to heare, and 
dor whatfoever God ſhall ſpeake vn- 
to them by his ſervant. Ic may be it 
will be replied. Yea, we grant that 
Moſes, Prophets, and Apoſtles ſent 
immcdiarely from God, or Chrif}, 


 theirwords are to be beleeved, and 


obeved abſolnrely:Bur foare notthe 
Sermons of Preachers in theſe times. 
Indeed, the Perſons of ordinary Pa- 
ftors, and Teachers, are not (ent im- 
mediately from God, or Chriſt, as 
were the perſons of Prophers,and A- 


was 
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as immediately X ordeined by * 7 Cer-12-54 
Chriſt, wherevnto they having fit £1. 8. 
gifts forthe ſame, are called by the 21.1 
| voycegf the Church and there- LARQs.14.22+ 
forero be eſtecmed as Miniſters of 
Chriſt-=, For they” performe” the 
ſame ordinaty worke- of the Mini- 
ftery, in diſpoſing the Myſteries of 
God wnto' the #dification of "the 
Chorch, which the Apoſtles did. 
| Therefore the Apoſtle exhorterh 
| Gods people® to' obey ( which im-* Heb-13. 17. 
plyeth "hearing, "and beleeving ) 
ſuch” as had the charge of their 
ſoules.' Ifthen peopleare co citeeme 
. - their Paſtors, and Teachers, as the 
| Miniſters of Chriſt, they muſt; as 
| did Corneiius®, preſume, thar they 
| will Preach the Word of GOD, 
and be prepared accordingly to 
heare, which implyeth beleeving 
and obeying. I grant, that the doce 
trine of Paſtors, and Teachers, be 
they never (© learned, and faith- 
| full, is ſubie& to errour ; where» 
| | As 


= x Cor,16, 
IO. it, 


*ARs.10.3.6 
33* 


uu 
| 19 
me. 


| b Toh. 4- &. 


? Luk. 20, 1. 
16, 


# 


VJe 6: 
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' as the Prophets; and Apolſiles de- 


livered an infallible truth, cheres« 
fore people may the more diligent- 
ly.(ſoit be with humilitte ) try che 
Spirits, But if che cruth of Gods 
Word be declared to their Confci- 
ences, let them remember what 


Chriſt ſaych?, ſpeaking (not of the 


Apoſtles, but) of the ſeaventic Di{- 
ciples 3 He that heareth you, heareth 
me, and he that deſpiſethyou, deſpiſeth 
mc. Laſtly, let it be conſidered, 
Whether Naaman could hauc -cxcu- 


+3 King.5.19 ſeq his not-waſking in 7erdan 4; by 


laying, He was commanded 1o -to 
doe by a mefſenger, and nor by the 
Propher EXliſhs ;, ſeeing thar, which 
the MeiTenger commanded, was the 
Word of Godas well, as if Elifha had 
{poken it. NR Ob. 

Ifthen Gods people ate to ſay one 
to. another, much more to- their 
owne hearts, as did the people in 


 *Brek,3 3430. Evechiels time *, ( bur with bener 


mindes) Letys goe, and hezre what 


J,; 
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s the Word that commeth from the 
Lord, When they goc to heare their 
Paſtors,and Tcachers, they mult nor [3 
bring with chem eares, ether Anti- C | \ 
cariftian to licarken after DoQtrines 11 
ftrange, or not grounded vpon the 
Word ( For Chriſt his Sheepe know - 
his voyce, and follow him * : They *Ioh.r0.4, g, 
know not the yoyce of a ſiranger, _ | 
nor follow him) or itching *,to hear- * Tint 4. 34 Wh 
ken afrer the enticing {pcech of art 
mans wifedome®, as if their faith de- « ;coe.2.4.57: Wt 
pendeth thereon : Butler chem be of | 
Davids minde,who proteſſcd that he h 
loued Gods Vyord *, but hated vaine *P£rr6,rr50 | 
inventions, Much lefle are they to | 
beſo obſtinate, and wicked, asto ſay, 
either in their hearts, or with their 
mouthes y; Ler nor our. Seers Pro- 7 16. 306, 16, 
phecy right things, but errours, and 
flattering things. 
Againe , if people. muſt come to 9 ,, 
Sermons with minds expetingone- 
ly Doqtrine grounded vpon Gods 
Word, fach as they mult belecue, 
| E and 


_—. 


*Eccleſ 12.9. 
IO. 


þ ;* Pet. 4-11, 
'by4Cor,a. 4 


'<Ifa, 8, 20. 


d z Cor.2.17. 


© Jer. "To 28, 


© 8. 


full co Preach them as th 
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and obey asrhe Word of God, then 
the Preacher muſt be wile to ſeeke 
out the wordes of truth *Nand fait he 
{ ord of 
God *,thar is, with all auctoritie *,in 
the plaine evidence of the Spirit Þ. 
Forit any man Preach not according 
ro the Word, what reading ſocver he 


'- - make ſhew of, he hath no light in 


him © : And howſoever his affteRed 
humanc cloquence be applauded by 
1ching cares, yer he doth but make 
Merchandize of the Word of God®. 
Ler Miniiters therefore ſpeake ( as 
God himſelfe admoniſheth * ) the 
Word faithfully ; For what is chafte 
to the wheate ? 

| Laſtly; Whereas T haue ſayd that 
every ene of the aforc- mentioned 
grounds of religion is of that power- 
full truth, that *f it be beleeved in- 
deed, ir perſwaderh the beleever ro 
make Conſcience of finne, I muſt 
make it good touching this ground, 
viz, There sa Word of God, to wit, 
| the 
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the Bible, to be belecved. This is 
ſoone done, both thelc Propolitions 
being prooved ; 1. Wholoever bc- 
lecvcth the Word, as the Word of 
| God, maketh Conlſcicnce of linne; 
and 2. Wholocver maketh not Con» 


ſcience of {inne, belecvcth nor the - 


Word, as the Word of God, Tou- 
ching the former. What other cauſe 
can be ſuppoſed why the Word was 


as a fire in /eremy?, compeiling him fer. 20. 7.8. 


55 


to ſpeak inthe name of God, though 9*% 


in a ſtrong paſhon he had ſaid, he 
would nor, but thaghe verily belec- 
ved, thar it was the Word of Goo» 
which he was commandcd to ſpcake, 
& which comanded him to ſpcake ? 
The anſwer which Abraharr gaue to 
the rich man in hell rorments deſt- 
ring that Zazarus might be ſent vato 


his brethren to prevent their tor- 
ments (viz, 8 They hane Moſes, and $Luk. 16. 27: 


the Prophets, let them heare them, that 28.29. 


is, their doctrine) ſhewcth plainely, 
that whoſocver heareth the words of 
"MI God 
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God as the Words of God, cannot 
ut make conſcience of finne : Aud 
"Ron. 6, 37+ Pay{tclieth the Rowancs ®, that how- 
focver they had bcene ſervants of itn, 
yerafrerthey were delivered vnto the 
forme of dodrine, thar is, heard the 
Word as the | Vo :d of God, they 0- 
beyes that forme from the heart,that 
15, made conicicnce of (inne. 2. Thar 
wholocver maketh not Conſcience 
of {inne, beieeveth not the Word to 
be the Word of God, whatſoever he 
pretend , brickcly thus appearcth. 
Tha: wicked ong who hath Gods 
i Plal, 50. 16. Word in his mouthi, and yet wil] not 
&& be reformed, is iudged by God him- 
ſelfeto calt his words bebindc him, 
The rcmnant of the people of 1@dah, 
and their Chicſtaines prayed /ere-. 
 Fer.q2 Jeb. miah * to enquire of God whether 
pt $94. they might not fly into Egypt to ſave 
| DOI from the Caldegns, protce 
ting toobey the Word of Gad what 
face it ſhould be ; Yet, when the 
ard croſſed their purpole ro fly 


into 
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| into Zeypt,they would not belcene it, 
And when therich man in hell, fur- 
ther preſſed Abraham to (end Lata 
7s, he had this further anſwere;! If 'Luke 26.34; 
they hearce not ( with Faith ) Moſes, 
and the Prophets, neither will chey 
be perſwaded though one riſe from 
the dead againe, Both the Propoi- 
tions are confirmed by theſe wordes 
of Chriſt ®,” He that doth evill hateth *Tokh: 3.36; 
| thelight, thatis, doth notbelecuethe ** 

Word as the Word of Go : But he 

that doth the truth commeth to the light, 

that bis deedes might be made mant- 
feſt, that they be wrought accors 
aino to God, Towhom be 
glory by all men in 
their obedience 
of Farrtn, 

Amen. 


